The Skidaway Community Institute Winter 2008 Newsletter


ART
From Homegrown to Hallowed: Five Twentieth-Century Artists
Date: 
Thurs., Feb.7, 14, 21, 28, Mar. 6.

Time:  
10:30 a.m. – Carpooling: Baptist Church, 9:45 a.m.
Place: 
 Jepson Center Auditorium

Price:  
$50
Leader:
 Holly Koons McCullough, M.A,
Curator of Fine Arts & Exhibitions, 

Telfair Museum of Art

This five-week series considers five accomplished artists of the past century, ranging from the homegrown to the hallowed.  Inspired by the Telfair Museum of Art’s 2008 exhibition schedule, the series explores the figurative work of Savannah native Christopher A.D. Murphy, the Dutch-inspired images of Gari Melchers, the passionate paintings of Robert Henri, the harrowing works of Frida Kahlo, and the striking and sometimes controversial art of southerner William Christenberry.

ENVIRONMENT

The Secret Lives of Fishes

Date:  
Tues, Jan. 15
Time: 
 5:00-6:30 p.m.

Place: 
 UGA Marine Education Center & Aquarium

Price:  
$10

Leader:  Dr. Maryellen Timmons

This 1 1/2 talk will begin with a 1 hr. program including a brief introduction to fishes in general, followed by an in-depth look at a wide variety of incredible adaptations in this group of vertebrates.  This talk encourages audience interactions, and will be followed by a 1/2 hour tour of our newly renovated aquarium.

Windows to the Deep

Date:
Thurs, Jan. 31

Time:  
5:00-6:30 p.m.
Place:
UGA Marine Education Center & Aquarium

Price:  
$10

Leader:  Margaret Olsen

A PowerPoint Presentation and explanation of a research cruise onboard the RV Atlantis with the Alvin.  This cruise took place in the summer of 2003.  Come see the launch and recovery of the Alvin and an explanation of the Scientific Research conducted.  Mrs. Olsen also has specimens of clams, giant mussels, and rocks that were brought up from the depths and Styrofoam cups that were crushed by pressure when sent down to the bottom of the sea in the non-submersible.

GLOBAL ISSUES

Focus on Latin America:  Business, Trade and Immigration

Date: 
Thursday, January 17, 2008

Time:
 5:00-7:30 p.m.
Place:
 Presbyterian Church
Price:  
 $15, limited to 90 people  

Leaders:  A distinguished panel of three speakers

Join us for an evening exploring dimensions of our relationship with Latin America, presented by three distinguished panelists. 

· Chris Canavan joins us from New York City to share his insights into the business environment for US investment in Latin America.  Mr. Canavan brings substantial experience from his work with Goldman Sachs’ global Commodities business, its Latin American Debt Capital Markets group, and the Latin America team in its Credit Risk Management and Advisory group.  Previously, he was a professor of economics at Boston College, consulted with The World Bank, and lived in Latin America for many years.  Mr. Canavan is also a weekly columnist for El Diario/La Prensa, the largest Spanish-speaking newspaper in New York.  

· Jeff Neil, Landings resident, will present on recent trends and current prospects for trade with Latin America.  Mr. Neil is Manager, Market Research and Development, with the Georgia Ports Authority and previously served with the US Treasury Department in Washington, DC.  He will comment on the importance of Latin American trade, both for the Port of Savannah and the state of Georgia, and will provide an overview of the nature and scale of Latin American trade through our port, with a special focus on the prospects for future growth in that trade. 

· Jorge Atiles, Associate Dean for Outreach and Extension in the College of Family and Consumer Sciences at the University of Georgia, joins us from Athens to share his perspectives on trends, opportunities, and issues related to Latin American immigration to Georgia.  A native of the Dominican Republic, Dr. Atiles has extensive experience developing public policy recommendations on immigration and related issues and evaluating the impact of public programs in this arena.  He currently serves as the Family and Consumer Sciences State Program Leader for Cooperative Extension and also provides leadership in Latino outreach for UGA Extension. 

Participants will have the opportunity to engage with the panelists after each presentation.  Given their interest in these topics, we have invited state and local representatives to attend this program.  Refreshments will be served during intermission. 
HISTORY
Getting Started with Genealogy

Date: 
Tues, Jan. 22, 29, Feb. 5, 12, 19
Time:  
3:00-4:30 p.m.
Place: 
Methodist Church
Price: 
$50-SCI members; $60-Intro-level members and $70-Non-SCI member
Leader:  Charles Bourland

This 8 hour course in the nation’s most popular hobby will provide a starting point with useful examples for those interested in their family history.  The course will offer a Work Plan to be used to begin as well as sustain the effort into the future.  Source documents, recording techniques, end products and their production will be addressed.  Some limited computer skills or willingness to learn will be useful but not required for attendees. 

From Savannah to V-E Day:  The Mighty Eighth and the Winning of World War II
Date: 
Thurs, Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28, Mar. 6
Time:  
3:00-4:30 p.m.

Place:
Presbyterian Church
Price: 
$50-SCI members; $60-Intro-level members and $70-Non-SCI member
Leader:
 Dr. Walter E. Brown, President & CEO, Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum
Activated in Savannah, Georgia on 28 January 1942, the Eighth Air Force conducted strategic bombing operations on German industries, transportation, and petroleum production becoming the largest air armada in the history of the world.  The role of the Eighth Air Force in achieving victory in Europe will be examined.  Eyewitness accounts and personal stories told by Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum volunteers and excerpts from the Museum’s oral history collection will be included.  Hunter Army Air Field during the 1930s and 1940s will be investigated as will the home front in both the United Kingdom and the United States.  The final class meeting will be held at the Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum for a guided tour of the exhibit galleries and introduction to the Roger A. Freeman Eighth Air Force Research Center.

Adventure Ships, Freedom Ships, Hero Ships – Top Historic Moments on the Savannah River

Date:  Thurs., Jan. 24

Time:  3:00-4:30 PM

Place:  Presbyterian Church

Price:  $10

Leader:  Jim Jordan

The Savannah River was Georgia’s main commercial and communications link to the rest of the world in colonial and antebellum times.  And it experienced some of Georgia’s most historic moments in those early years.  This presentation describes some of those events: the founding of the colony in 1733, the visit of President George Washington in 1791, the voyage of the SS Savannah – the first transatlantic voyage by a steamship – in 1819, the visit of the Marquis de Lafayette in 1825, the SS Pulaski disaster in 1838, and the American Colonization Society ship – the SS Huma – in 1849.

LITERATURE

Savannah’s ‘Rivertown’ and the Folks Who Bring the World Upriver

Date:  Thurs., Jan. 10

Time:  3:00-4:30 p.m.
Place:  Methodist Church
Price:  $10

Leader:  O. Kay Johnson

"O. Kay Jackson has worked on the Savannah River as a dispatcher for river pilots and tugboats. Before finding her 'perfect job', O.Kay was an award-winning reporter, features writer and columnist in both Savannah and Brunswick.  Her byline has been familiar to coastal Georgia readers for the past 30 years."  In her hilarious book Waking Up Men, "she writes about those jobs where she was ' well paid nag who got to wake up men and order them to work, which when you think about it, is pretty much a perfect job for a woman.'   She also gives us a fascinating view of the maritime community.

PHILOSOPHY
Confucianism in Comparison to Daoism and Buddhism Pre-Modern China
Date:     Mon, Jan. 21, 28, Feb. 4, 11, 18

Time:
3:00 – 4:30 p.m.

Place:
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
Price:
$50-SCI members; $60-Intro-level members and $70-Non-SCI member

Leader:  Liang Cai, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of History, AASU
This course is an interdisciplinary introduction to Chinese history and culture. The focus includes the origins of Chinese civilization and the most prominent traditions in pre-Modern China, namely Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism. Providing a chronological overview of development of the Chinese civilization, this course will pose several questions, such as: what forces came together to produce Chinese civilization, and how did those forces adhere or grow apart, persist or perish, over time? How can literature from the past reveal details of the way people lived, of the values and ideas that captivated people’s attention, and of the way important historical forces were played out in people’s lives? Finally, when first encountering the West in modern times, China underwent economic, military, and cultural crises. How did their leaders and subjects respond to those challenges and how did their perceptions of modernity shape the way they treated their cultural heritage, engaged the present, and envisioned their future?

Science and Religion: Conflict or Coherence
Date:
Wed. Jan.16, 23, 30, Feb.6, 13

Time:
3:00-4:30 p.m.
Place:
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
Price: 
$50-SCI members; $60-Intro-level members and $70-Non-SCI member
Leader:  J. Blake Long, MD

Is God a delusion?  Is Darwin’s work a black box? Is DNA the language of God?  How to make sense of these recent book title challenges? Science and religion have always had a complex relationship.  As modern science rapidly expands with new discoveries in neurosciences, genetics, modern biology, physics and cosmology, religion feels threatened.  Similarly, as religious dialogue increases its fervor for entering the classroom and public sphere, science pushes back.  The debate has never been more heated or complex. Outlining the essential questions and the competing worldviews, the course will delve into the debate, particularly as it applies to evolutionary biology.  It will examine components of creationism, intelligent design, atheism and theistic evolution, searching for areas of conflict as well as coherence. This course will appeal to those interested in the interface of science, medicine, philosophy, religion and ethics.  You won’t need a degree in science or theology, just a sense of wonder. 
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